INTRODUCTION
why they know that in the final analysis Communism
is Liberty.
The book takes the form of a number of essays on
such contemporary figures as Shaw, T. E. Lawrence,
D. H. Lawrence, Wells and Freud, with a paper on
pacifism, and another on love, and a summing up on
liberty itself, thrown in Such a diversity of subjects
might be expected to make the book scrappy and
disconnected ; but it has not done so Almost every
page is knit together by a central and never forgotten
theme, namely, the analysis, from every angle, of the
concept of human liberty. The method which Gaud-
well chose, that of exemplifying his theme by studies
of some of the more influential contemporary minds,
makes the book rich and concrete where it might
easily have become meagre and abstract.
CaudwelTs introductory chapter gives out his theme.
By universal admission something is wrong with
contemporary culture. In spite of the enormous
achievements of twentieth-century science, everyone
feels that the whole vast body of culture, of which
science, art, religion, and philosophy are component
parts, is rotting. Yet, no one can diagnose the disease.
4 What is the explanation ? * Caudwell writes :
* Ether the Devil has come amongst us having great
power, or there is a causal explanation for a disease
common to economics, science and art. Why then
have not all the psycho-analysts, Eddingtons, Keynes,
Spenglers, and bishops who have stirveyed the scene,
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